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completed on a fresh organ altogether, we should
have been driven to a hypothesis at variance with
all analogy, violating the law of continuity, and pre-
serving personal identity, if indeed it can be said to
preserve it at all, only through a sort of special
miracle wrought in each particular case.

But granting that the state of the brain and its
activity are intimately bound up with the process of
thinking as we know it, say, are necessary to that
process, it by no means follows that they are sufficient.
On the contrary, the supposition that they are suffi-
cient involves great difficulties even without reference
to natural theology, much less to revelation. It is
difficult to imagine how any such purely mechanical
process as that supposed in this theory can be com-
patible with free will, with the power of choice, of
which we are innately conscious. Again, take the
existence of memory. According to the materialistic
hypothesis, we can only imagine that what passed
through the mind in relation to past events is in
some way stored up in the cells of the brain, in
some such sort of way as books are stowed away in
a library. In addition to the great initial difficulty
of conceiving how such a process as thinking can
possibly be conditioned merely by certain molecular
motions in the brain, we have here the further diffi-
culty of understanding how such a soft, pulpy mass,
in continual change from the effect of the wearing